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PEACE 
 
 
 

�   Reflecting on War 60 Years Later 

To commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II and boost 
popular awareness of peace issues, Soka Gakkai in Japan organized a series 
of events in July and August. A survey on attitudes toward war and peace 
undertaken at the beginning of 2005 by the Soka Gakkai Young Women's 
Peace and Culture Conference and published in a book released August 2005, 
titled p:step , together with suggested actions for creating peace, highlighted 
the value of such initiatives. Responses showed that young Japanese have a 
very poor understanding of the realities of war. Many of them foresee the 
possibility of their country's involvement in war during their lifetime. 
 
At an Intergenerational Culture of Peace Forum sponsored by the Soka Gakkai 
Women's Peace Committee at the Kanagawa Culture Center in Yokohama on 
July 30, young people had an opportunity to hear experiences of individuals 
directly affected by war. A panel discussion on creating peace featured Ms. 
Yukie Osa, former secretary-general of the Association for Aid and Relief, 

Japan, and a member of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines Coordinating Committee, as 
well as other activists. 

 
Jazz legends pianist Herbie Hancock, saxophonist Wa yne Shorter and guitarist Lionel 

Loueke appeal for fresh ideals and creative action for the sake of peace  

Peace Efforts in Hiroshima -- On July 25, Prof. M. S. Swaminathan, pioneering agronomist of India's 
"Green Revolution" and current president of the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs, 
spoke on "The Status of Human Security: 60 Years After the Atomic Bombs" at the Hiroshima Ikeda 
Peace Center. Referring to the ideals of Dr. Joseph Rotblat (1908-2005), Nobel Laureate for peace 
and past president of the Pugwash Conferences, and Dr. Linus Pauling (1901-94), Nobel Prize 
recipient for chemistry and peace, Professor Swaminathan emphasized that science should exist for 
the sake of humanity's peace and prosperity. He also stressed the importance of educating youth 
about the culture of peace and the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
 
On July 30, jazz legends Herbie Hancock and Wayne Shorter performed as part of a World Youth 
Peace Music Festival at Hiroshima Central Park. Also featured were Korean drum and Chinese 
classical harp performances. On July 31, the Hiroshima Soka Gakkai student division hosted a peace 
rally in Hiroshima city for Japanese students and for students from China, Korea, Thailand, Australia 
and Iran currently studying in Hiroshima. 

 
p:step  aims to raise 

public awareness about 
peace issues  
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Women Against War -- On the same day, the Soka 
Gakkai Hiroshima Women's Peace Committee sponsored 
an atomic bomb experience symposium at the Hiroshima 
Ikeda Peace Center. Bomb survivor Emiko Okimoto, 
exposed to radiation at age 19 during the 1945 atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima, shared her first-hand experience.  
 
Building on earlier projects to collect and publish records 
of women's experiences of war, Soka Gakkai women 
across Japan have continued to film war testimonials to 
document the reality of war and counteract efforts of those 
who would sanitize or glorify armed conflict. In addition to 
the 20-volume work Heiwa eno negai wo komete (With 
Hopes for Peace), a collection of 40 wartime experiences 
selected from the original Japanese work has been published in English as Women Against War. In 
the 1970s, the Soka Gakkai youth division also published over 1,000 wartime accounts in 80 volumes. 
Two English-language volumes-- Peace Is Our Duty and Cries for Peace--were reissued in 2005.  
 
 
 

�   Global Non-violence Conference includes 50 Internat ional Organizations 

From April 16 to 21, 2005, SGI-USA representatives joined their counterparts from 49 other 
organizations for the 7th Annual Global Non-violence Conference for Creating Peace, Non-violence 
and Prosperity, at the Cobo Exhibition and Conference Center in Detroit, Michigan, USA. Titled “A Call 
to Transformative Choice and Action,” this year’s conference convened with the attendance of notable 
peacemakers, grassroots leaders, educators and concerned individuals from around the globe. One 
thousand students from 16 Michigan schools and thousands of others took part in workshops, lectures 
and concerts aimed at inspiring individuals to engage themselves in creating a culture of peace.  
 
Exposure to the SGI’s “Building a Culture of Peace” exhibit at the conference brought a request from 
local law enforcement agencies and participants from Haiti and Colombia to use the exhibit, as well as 
the SGI-USA youth’s Victory Over Violence program, in their communities. 
 
 
 

�   Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zones Conference in Mexico  

On April 26-28, 2005, SGI-Mexico General Director Robert 
Rios participated in the Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zones 
(NWFZ) Conference in Mexico City. Representatives from 
16 non-governmental organizations and some 90-member 
nations of the world’s four NWFZ areas -- Latin America 
and the Caribbean, the South Pacific, Southeast Asia and 
Africa -- attended. Participants discussed steps towards 
preventing nuclear proliferation and achieving nuclear 
disarmament on a global scale. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Emiko Okimoto (right, foreground, facing left); 

shares her wartime experience  

 
SGI-Mexico sends representative to Nuclear- 

Weapon-Free Zones (NWFZ) Conference in Mexico 
City  
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�   "Aloha Peace Forum" Celebrates 60th Anniversary of UN 

On January 23, SGI-USA Hawaii hosted "Aloha Peace 
Forum--'Building Friendships for a Culture of Peace'," a 
free public event celebrating the 60th anniversary of the 
United Nations and SGI's 30th anniversary, at the SGI-
USA Hawaii Culture Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. 
Two exhibitions graced the forum: "A World Fit for 
Children: Children are the Future," which illustrates the 
"10 Imperatives for Children" created during the May 2002 
UN Special Session by 4,000 youth from 154 countries; 
and "Building a Culture of Peace for the Children of the 
World," an SGI-USA exhibit bringing together the ideas 
and examples of individuals, organizations and 
movements dedicated to opening a path to lasting peace.  
 
Keynote speaker Ved Nanda, law professor and director 
of the International Legal Studies Program at the University of Denver, spoke on "Challenges & 
Opportunities for Creating a Peaceful World." Urging nations to work together for collective security, 
Professor Nanda emphasized that the true definition of peace is not merely an absence of war, but 
encompasses the battle against all forces threatening human dignity. He said that the UN, as a 
universal entity, has a mission to fight human inequities. Fundamentally, human beings must 
challenge to struggle against intolerance and hatred in themselves.  
 
Prior to the keynote speech, Dr. Elaine Valdov, president of the International Institute for a Culture of 
Peace spoke on "Background on the UN Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the 
Children of the World." Following Dr. Nanda, Dr. Gaye Christofferson, Pacific Asia specialist, spoke on 
"Finding a Culture of Peace in East Asia: Asian Multilateralisms & Cooperative Security." Danny Hall, 
SGI-USA young men's leader, talked about the SGI-USA youth's Victory Over Violence Project and 
"Youth and a Culture of Peace: A Grassroots Perspective." Elif Pilon, president of the Hawaii Pacific 
University Global Leadership Program, followed with a talk on "Global Leadership and Cultures of 
Peace."  
 
 
 

�   Women's Peace Conference in Malaysia  

On July 30-31, Soka Gakkai Malaysia (SGM) hosted a Women’s 
Peace Conference on "The Role of Women in Building Bridges of 
Peace through Culture and Arts" in Selangor State. Some 1,200 
women scholars, local NGO personnel and SGI representatives 
from Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, Philippines, Australia, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau, attended. The conference 
aimed to create a better understanding of the importance of 
culture and arts and how to harness their power in our daily lives, 
as well as educate women about their role in building bridges of 
peace through culture and arts. 

 
Puan Norliza Rofli of the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage spoke on “Culture and Arts from My 
Professional Perspective,” and Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor, wife of Malaysia’s Deputy Prime Minister, 
gave a commemorative speech. A panel of three SGM women representatives discussed how culture 
and arts help bring about peace; the importance of preserving traditional values and culture; and 
building bridges of peace at home and in the community.  
 
In conjunction with the conference, an exhibition titled "Women Nurturing Peace" was on display at the 
SGM Culture Center exhibition hall. In the evening, some 3,700 women participated in friendship 
exchanges at 35 venues. 

 
Professor Ved Nanda gives keynote speech at 

"Aloha Peace Forum" commemorating the UN's 60th 
anniversary and the SGI's 30th anniversary  

 
A solidarity of women from eight countries 

vow to become a force for peace  



Soka Gakkai International  -  Annual Activity Report 2005 
 
 
 

 - 7 - 

�   Peace Symposium in India  

Bharat (India) Soka Gakkai (BSG) and the Times 
Foundation of the Times Group, India's largest 
professional media group, cosponsored a peace 
symposium on August 4 based on SGI President 
Daisaku Ikeda’s 2005 peace proposal, "Toward a New 
Era of Dialogue: Humanism Explored." Excerpts from 
the proposal were printed in The Times of India that 
day. Some 700 guests attended the seminar.  
 
Speakers called for a review of human activities 
based on fundamental truths to ensure the welfare of 
all beings on the planet and affirmed that dialogue is 
fundamental to diplomacy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�   Australian Women Take Action for Peace in Society  

On March 8, commemorating International Women's Day, 
SGI-Australia (SGIA) women of all ages in Victoria State 
gathered at the Melbourne center for a hands-on seminar, 
titled "Women Inspiring Women for Peace." Organized by 
the SGIA Victoria Women's Peace Committee, the event 
called on women to actively work together for positive 
change in their respective communities. Participants broke 
into groups to discover "the special gifts women bring to 
peace" and "how women can concretely contribute to the 
community." 

 

 
From left to right: BSG's Naveena Reddi; Dr. R. K. 

Pachauri; Dr. L. M. Singhvi; Mr. Lalit Mansingh; an d BSG 
Chair Gopinath Menon  

 
"Women Inspiring Women for Peace" workshops in 

Australia  
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
 
 
 

�   Earth Charter +5 Conference in Amsterdam, the Nethe rlands  

November 7-9, 2005, nearly 400 representatives from 
nations and NGOs participated in the Earth Charter +5 
Conference in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. The Earth 
Charter, officially launched at the Hague Peace Palace in 
June 2000, is a “people’s treaty” that sets forth 
fundamental principles for sustainable development and 
conservation of the natural environment. The Earth 
Charter +5 Conference was convened to share how the 
charter has been used, to review the charter’s progress in 
the last 5 years, and to launch a new phase for the Earth 
Charter Initiative. During 2005, UNESCO and the World 
Conservation Union both endorsed the Earth Charter. One 
of the conference sessions brought together Christian, 
Buddhist, Islamic, and Jewish representatives to discuss a 
common vision for a better world; the Earth Charter was acknowledged as a bridge that can span 
these different religious faiths. The “Seeds of Change: The Earth Charter and Human Potential” 
exhibition was on display during the conference.  
 
The first Earth Charter Youth Initiative Conference was held November 5-6. Topics discussed included 
developing an Earth Charter youth leadership/mentorship program, launching an international peace 
initiative based on the Earth Charter, encouraging more youth to promote the values of the charter, 
and creating a toolkit on how to apply the Charter’s principles in daily life. The SGI Vancouver Youth 
Earth Charter Committee received an award for utilizing the initiative in an innovative way. During 
February and April 2005, the youth visited schools in the Vancouver suburb of Langley to teach 
children about the Earth Charter. 
 
 
 

�   Earth Charter in the Classroom  

SGI-Canada has teamed up with Classroom Connections to 
create classroom-ready resources and curriculum to present 
and teach the Earth Charter’s four central tenets: 
1) Respect and care for the community of life; 2) Ecological 
integrity; 3) Social and economic justice: and 4) Democracy, 
non-violence and peace. As reported previously, during 2005, 
the SGI-Vancouver youth took these materials to classrooms 
in Vancouver suburbs. Also in 2005, SGI-Canada youth 
groups in Vancouver and in Quebec both hosted Earth Charter 
events in collaboration with other community youth 
organizations. The “Seeds of Change” exhibition was shown at 
each venue. (The award-winning documentary A Quiet 
Revolution was screened in Quebec. In 2005, the DVD was 

released in six languages.) Also, in June 2005, the Vancouver youth participated in neighbourhood 
clean-ups. The SGI-Vancouver Youth Earth Charter Committee (YECC) was among the winners of the 
Mayor’s Environmental Achievement Award at the 2005 Sustainability Fair sponsored by Vancouver 
City and the Canadian government. 

 
"Seeds of Change" shows during "Earth Charter +5 

Conference" in Amsterdam  

 
Earth Charter workshop at Willoughby 

Elementary School in Langley, Vancouver B.C. 
(2004) 
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�   "Seeds of Change" Exhibits at Venues Around the Wor ld  

Initially created by the SGI and the Earth Charter Initiative 
for the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(WSSD) in Johannesburg, where it won third place in the 
independent exhibits category, the newly updated “Seeds 
of Change: The Earth Charter and Human Potential” 
exhibit links panels on the state of the world with a hopeful 
message about the potential of even one individual to 
make a positive change. The exhibit’s purpose is to 
promote sustainable development in countries throughout 
the world with its offering of facts and information together 
with hope and inspiration. The exhibit, originally in English, 
has now been translated into Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, 
French, Italian, German and Arabic. 

From November 17-30, 2005, the exhibit showed at three 
venues in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates. Along with the 
exhibit showings were numerous seminars in which 
experts in community development, empowering youth, 
and sustainability shared their knowledge and insights. 
Highlighting these seminars were Keith Tauro, who has 
been involved with “Unite for Sight,” an NGO committed to 
improving eye health through local community education 
and activism, and Gisela Lochlein from the British 
University in Dubai, who spoke on innovative architectural 
design, green construction, and resource optimization. 
 
In Italy, “Seeds of Change” has now toured more than 50 
venues, including local authorities, municipalities and 
schools. There are three travelling exhibits for northern, 
southern and central Italy. In April the exhibit visited a high 
school in Grugliasco City, Turin Province. During summer, 

the exhibit was displayed in the beautiful Piazza Santa Croce in Florence. 
 
Other venues for the exhibit in 2005 included Lima, Peru, at the National University of Technology 
from April 21 through May 6, and throughout Malaysia from the end of April through mid-July. A 
Chinese version of “Seeds of Change” showed in Markham, Ontario, during November 2005. 
 
 
 

�   13th UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD- 13) 
 
The SGI was an active participant in the 13th session of the United Nations Commission on 
Sustainable Development (CSD-13) from April 11 at the UN Headquarters in New York. On April 12, 
SGI representative Hiro Sakurai made a presentation on behalf of faith-based NGOs in New York at a 
CSD Education Caucus forum focusing on the important role of education in engaging all sectors of 
society in support of sustainable development. 
 
On April 13, as a side event of CSD-13, a meeting on the role of faith communities in education for 
sustainable development was held in the UN Headquarters. A follow-up session titled “Engaging Faith 
Communities in the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development” was held April 15. SGI 
representatives introduced the organization’s efforts to contribute to the Decade, using the film A Quiet 
Revolution and the “Seeds of Change” exhibition as educational tools. 
 

 
"Seeds of Change: The Earth Charter and Human 

Potential" exhibition in Grugliasco, Italy  

 
UNICEF's Deputy Executive Director Rima Salah 
(left) and Dubai Aid and Humanitarian City CEO 
Barbara Castek (4th from right) were among the 

guests attending the Seeds of Change exhibition in 
Dubai  



Soka Gakkai International  -  Annual Activity Report 2005 
 
 
 

 - 10 - 

�   Environmental Preservation and City Beautification  

In April 2005 in Garden Grove, California, USA, a six-year clean-
up effort culminated in the celebration of a local park’s 
transformation from a dumping ground for old tires, mattresses 
and a hangout for gang members to a pristine site with a 
beautiful lake that is home again to wild life. Beginning in 1999, 
an appeal of one SGI-USA member to contribute to his 
community led to an average of 20 local SGI members spending 
one day a month cleaning and restoring the park. The city 
officially commended the SGI; the local newspaper covered the 
story. 
 
In February 2005, SGI Bolivia youth planted trees and cleaned up an elementary school in Montero. 
They also planted trees and participated in environmental clean-up in Montero Hoyes Town, Santa 
Cruz City, and Pailon City, Bolivia. Since 2003, the Bolivian youth have continuously engaged in 
environmental preservation and city beautification in their local communities. Their efforts have earned 
commendations and recognitions from local city governments. 

SGI-USA members in Denver have now planted over 1,000 cherry 
trees along Cherry Creek and in Denver’s city parks. The first 
cherry trees were planted in 1989. With the members dedicated 
efforts, five varieties of cherry trees have thrived and flourished. 
 
In July 2005, SGI-Australia members supported the National Tree 
Planting Day at the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary in Perth. Also in 
2005, SGI-Australia members participated in the Clean-up 
Australia Day. They have actively supported this annual event 
since 1992. 

 
 

 
SGI-Bolivia's young men plant trees  

 
Cherry trees in full bloom line Cherry 

Creek 
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HUMANITARIAN RELIEF  
 
 
 

�   Relief Efforts for Southeast Asian Tsunami Victims  

SGI Affiliates in Japan, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, India, 
Malaysia, Korea and other countries contributed over US$700,000 
following the December 26, 2004 tsunami that devastated large 
parts of Southeast Asia. In addition to cash donations, tons of 
supplies were collected and donated by SGI members in countries 
in close proximity to the affected disaster areas. Soka Gakkai 
Malaysia members collected relief goods for victims, as well as 
contributed to relief organizations, such as the National Disaster 
Relief Fund. SGI-Thailand donated seven truckloads of emergency 
goods through the Rajaprajanugroh Foundation and the Ministry of 
Culture. Soka Singapore Association, together with Mercy Relief, a 
Singaporean humanitarian NGO, worked closely with Soka Gakkai 
Lanka Buddhist Association and the Sri Lanka Prime Minister’s 
Office to distribute food, clothing, drinking water and medical 

supplies to victims in Sri Lanka. 
 
 
 

�   Humanitarian Mission to Indonesia  

Refusing to be passive bystanders, 20 Soka Singapore 
Association (SSA) youth, together with members of Mercy 
Relief, a humanitarian NGO and Yayasan MENDAKI, a 
self-help Malay community NPO in Singapore, spent over 
half a month in an area called Gedung Johor in the 
outskirts of Medan, Indonesia, and Iloilo, Philippines, as 
part of Youth Expedition Projects (YEP). YEP fosters 
global citizens through overseas community service. The 
Iloilo group went to an orphanage for girls and repaired 
damaged facilities. The Medan group refurbished the 
infrastructures of two orphanages, as well as tutored 
children in English and arithmetic. 
 
[On December 5, 2004, just prior to the youth’s departure, 
the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports officially appointed SSA Family Life 
Ambassador. Later in 2005, on June 25 the SSA Youth Division as a team won the Singapore Youth 
Award (SYA) 2005 in Community and Youth Services Category, for excellence in and commitment to 
community service and youth development.] 
 
 

 
Local students volunteer to pack 
donated relief goods for tsunami 

victims at the Singapore Soka 
Association center  

 
Youth Expedition Projects (YEP) participants help 

refurbish a remote school  
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�   Hurricane Katrina Relief  

SGI-USA members rallied to offer relief assistance to 
those affected by the devastating hurricane that swept the 
USA’s Gulf Coast in late August. SGI-USA made an initial 
donation of US$10,000 to the American Red Cross. Over 
50 local SGI-USA members, including evacuees whose 
homes in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, had been flooded, 
joined in local efforts to provided food, water and clothing 
to evacuees in the various evacuation centers. The Red 
Cross appointed an SGI member from Texas to be the 
night shift manager at the Dallas Convention Center that 
housed 10,000 people. SGI-USA youth also launched a 
toy and book collection drive for children uprooted by the 
disaster. Over 40,000 books and toys were collected and 
distributed to children in shelters. 
 

 
 
 

�   Response to Pakistan Earthquake 

On November 1, two Singapore Soka Association (SSA) Soka Medical Group Nurses departed with 
two doctors, five other nurses and a facilitator for 14 days to support the Pakistan Ministry of Health’s 
Abbas Hospital in one of the most devastated areas in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir. This was the third 
team to Pakistan that the Singapore Red Cross Society and Mercy Relief organized. Additionally, 
Soka Gakkai Japan donated approximately US$30,000 to aid the victims of the large-scale earthquake 
that struck Pakistan on October 8, 2005. 
 
 
 

�   Summer Camps and Typhoon Relief Efforts for Taiwan Schools  

From July to August 2005, Taiwan Soka Association 
(TSA) youth visited schools in remote villages, offshore 
islands and aboriginal settlements. They organized 
summer camp activities, including tutoring, arts and crafts, 
games and dances for young people living in these 
isolated areas. The TSA group also participated in relief 
and clean-up efforts for two schools, Mao-lin and Duo-na 
Elementary Schools, after Typhoon Haitang hit Taiwan on 
July 18. Buildings of both schools suffered heavy 
damages. The TSA youth members also held summer 
camps for the affected students as well as donated books 
and paper supplies. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SGI-USA volunteers (left) distribute toys to young 

victims of Hurricane Katrina  

 
SGI-Taiwan youth lead summer camp for elementary 

school students in areas affected by Haitang 
Typhoon  
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�   Charity Events in Canada 

SGI members in Ottawa, Canada, held a charity concert on April 22 in cooperation with the Ottawa 
branch of the United Nations Association in Canada, the United Church of Canada, the Anglican 
Diocese of Ottawa and the Ottawa Folklore Centre. Entitled “Peace in Concert,” the event aimed to 
bring together individuals and organizations in the community for a common cause. Over 800 people 
attended the concert and were treated to a night of Celtic pipes, Québécois folk music, African jazz, 
Indian and Thai dance, and Brazilian samba. The organizers donated proceeds from the sale of tickets 
to two charities--Cornerstone, an emergency shelter for women, and Operation Go Home, an 
organization devoted to helping marginalized youth. Members in Montreal also held a charity culture 
festival, “Passport to Peace,” on May 29 with several other sponsors and donated all proceeds to the 
grassroots community organization, Leave Out Violence (LOVE) that helps youth across Canada and 
the US to reject violence and crime in their daily lives. The festival concept was based on Principle 16 
of the Earth Charter that states, “Promote a culture of tolerance, non-violence and peace.” 

   
April 22, 2005 "Peace in Concert" in Ottawa. Magie Ya, African jazz 

ensemble (left); Classical Indian dance (right)  

   
May 29, 2005 "Passport to Peace" in Montreal. "Dare  to Believe" 

dramatically expressed the solidarity of people fro m a wide spectrum of 
society (left);  Band leads grand finale to "Passpo rt to Peace" (right)  
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EDUCATION 
 
 
 

�   Brazil Youth Host Academic Conference, Engage in Co mmunity Dialogues  

On September 11 in Sao Paulo, Brazil, the SGI-Brazil 
(BSGI) Student Division hosted an academic conference 
on SGI President Daisaku Ikeda’s 2005 peace proposal, 
titled “Toward a New Era of Dialogue: Humanism 
Explored.” Some 1,000 attended. Among the various 
academic and local and state government officials was 
Brazil’s world-class astronomer, Dr. Ronaldo Rogério de 
Freitas Mourão. In his lecture on the devastating 
consequences of nuclear weapons, Dr. Mourao stressed 
that through dialogue and education it is possible to 
transform an era of wars into an era of peace and 
humanism. During the event, students presented a vision 
of their commitment to peace through videos, slide shows, 

and artistic performances. 
 
Throughout 2005, BSGI youth engaged in grassroots dialogues with friends and neighbours in their 
local communities. Among these activities was a lecture at a school in Curitiba, Parana State. The 
lecture was well received and an educational magazine interviewed the participants. 
 
 
 

�   Students' Conference in Singapore  

To commemorate the Student Division’s 21st anniversary, on 
February 5, 2005, the Soka Singapore Association (SSA) 
Student Division held its first Student’s Conference. The 
conference aimed at providing a platform for promoting greater 
understanding of the purpose of education, especially in the 
context of today’s complex society. The invited guest lecturer, 
Associate Professor Agnes Chang Shook Cheong, 
Psychological Studies Academic Group, National Institute of 
Education (NIE), spoke on “Education for Global Citizenship.” 
Guest of honor, Minister of State for Education, Chan Soo Sen, 
delivered the keynote speech. Some 900 people from 
educational arenas and grassroots leaders attended the conference. 
 
In his remarks, Minister Chan Soo Sen spoke about how students can prepare for tomorrow’s 
challenges, including becoming a global citizen. He urged them to discover where their passion lies 
and use that passion to distinguish right from wrong. He also emphasized the importance of having a 
network of good friends, as that will determine whether one can build a strong foundation in life. 
 
In her lecture, Associate Professor Chang also spoke about what makes a global citizen and referred 
to American educator and philosopher John Dewey, educator and first Soka Gakkai President 
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and SGI President Daisaku Ikeda with regard to education that leads to a 
value-creative life, which is the capacity to find meaning, to enhance one’s own existence and to 
contribute to the well-being of others, under any circumstances. 
 

 
BSGI students attend academic conference  

 
Students explore true purpose of education at 

SSA Student Division Conference  
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�   Bolivia Women Educators Hold Conference  

On October 7, the Education Committee of 
Chuquisaca Province, Bolivia, and SGI-Bolivia co-
hosted an educators’ conference to 
commemorate Bolivian Women’s Day. The event 
took place in Sucre, the constitutional capital of 
Bolivia. Some 350 women educators from 
elementary, junior high and high schools 
discussed the future of education. An SGI-
representative introduced the educational 
theories of first Soka Gakkai President 
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi that place highest priority 
on enabling students to create value and achieve 

happiness. In his remarks, Sucre Mayor Hugo Loayza emphasized the importance of humanistic 
education and said he hoped to promulgate the true purpose of education, which is children’s 
happiness. 
 
 
 

�   Educator's Rally Showcases Humanistic Education Pra ctices  

In October 2005, some 2,000 educators and guests attended the 
28th Soka Gakkai Education Rally in Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture, 
Japan. Titled, “A Society for the Sake of Education--
Communicate the Winning Spirit and Link Hearts,” the rally was 
an opportunity for many Soka Gakkai educators to report on the 
progress of their efforts to practice humanistic education in the 
classroom. One report presented results of a child protection 
program in which parents and the community worked to together 
to safeguard children. The collaborative efforts resulted in 
decreases in petty crime and a heightening of students’ learning 
abilities. The program won the Ministry of Education and Science 
School Safety Award. Other reports included advances in 
teachers’ personal development, students’ academic progress 
and improved classroom management. 
 
In March 2005, the Soka Education Department opened its 
newest Soka Gakkai Educational Counseling Center (SGECC) in 
Ehime Prefecture. The approximately 900 volunteer counselors 
(working as teachers during the day) receive training in the fundamentals of psychological and 
educational counseling for students and families seeking advice about educational, developmental, 
and psychological concerns, including bullying, truancy, social withdrawal and abuse. As of 2005, 
nearly 320,000 clients have received counseling at the 32 SGECC throughout Japan. The centers 
have also extended their hours into the late evenings, enabling more working parents to attend 
sessions. 

 
Women's Educators Conference in Sucre, Bolivia  

 
Soka Gakkai educators share success 

stories of practical humanistic education  
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INTERCULTURAL ACTIVITIES  
 
 
 

�   European Heritage Days  

European Heritage Days, an initiative of the Council of 
Europe, are annual events held throughout Europe where 
buildings and monuments with historic significance are 
open to the public free of charge, allowing them to partake 
in the rich cultural heritage of the sites. In 2005, Heritage 
Days took place in September. Several SGI organizations 
in Europe responded by opening their centers to residents 
and hosting cultural events. 
 
On September 24, SGI-Austria opened its SGI-Austria 
Culture Center in Vienna, Austria, to the public, treating 
local residents to poetry recitation and chamber music. In 
addition to being a venue for SGI-Austria’s activities, the 
center, an important cultural heritage, is available to the 

public for cultural events such as concerts and exhibitions. This is the ninth open house SGI-Austria 
has held for local residents. 

In the UK, more than 400 people attended SGI-UK’s Open 
Day at Taplow Court Grand Culture Centre on September 
11. Taplow Court treated guests to tours of the house, an 
exhibition, high teas and scenes from an acclaimed play, 
Julian’s War, reprising the lives of Lord and Lady 
Desborough, former owners of Taplow Court, and their 
son, Julian Grenfell, a soldier-poet who died in World  
War I.  
 
SGI-Germany held an open house at its Villa Sachsen 
Culture Center in Bingen, Germany. Built in 1843, the 
structure sits on Rochus Peak next to the River Rhine on 
the outskirts of Bingen. SGI-Germany has participated in 
European Heritage Day for the past ten years. Some 
2,000 visitors enjoyed a plethora of cultural events and games. Villa Sachsen serves as a cultural hub 
for the residents of Bingen, sponsoring concerts and open lectures. 
 
 

 
Concert at Villa Sachsen Grand Culture Center, 
located along the Rhine River in Bingen City, 

Germany  

 
Taplow Court, England  



Soka Gakkai International  -  Annual Activity Report 2005 
 
 
 

 - 17 - 

�   Xixia Version of the Lotus Sutra Published  

In collaboration with the St. Petersburg Branch of 
the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences (IOS-RAS) and the Institute 
of Oriental Philosophy, Soka Gakkai recently 
published the eighth work in its Lotus Sutra 
Manuscript Series--the Xixia version of the Lotus 
Sutra from the Collection of the IOS-RAS. Dr. 
Tatsuo Nishida, professor emeritus of Kyoto 
University, a member of the Japan Academy and 
a world-renowned authority on the Xixia language, 
edited the work. The volume contains color 
facsimiles of the manuscripts and xylographs of a 
rare Xixia version of the Lotus Sutra. The original 
manuscript was among the possessions of the 
IOS-RAS St. Petersburg Branch hidden by staff 
for safekeeping during a 900-day siege of the city 
by the Nazis during World War II. The impetus for 
the publication of the Lotus Sutra Manuscript 
Series originated from scholars such as IOS-RAS 
St. Petersburg Branch former director Dr. Evgenij 

I. Kychanov, and IOP founder Daisaku Ikeda, to leave for posterity the teachings of the Lotus Sutra 
that elucidate the sanctity and equality of life. 
 
 
 

�   Music Festivals for Peace in Asia  

SGI-Thailand and Soka Gakkai Indonesia held music 
festivals based on the premise that culture, expressing 
the dignity of life, opens the way to a peaceful world.  
 
On March 26 and 27, SGI-Thailand held a peace culture 
festival at Thammasat University Stadium in a Bangkok 
suburb. More than 20,000 attended the show, including 
Permanent Secretary of the Bangkok Metropolitan 
Administrative Office Ms. Ying Nathanon Thavisin and 
SGI members from Singapore and Cambodia. 
 
The festival’s theme, “Peace by One, Peace for All,” 
emphasized the importance of a single person’s actions 
for the sake of global peace, with allusions to the Chao 
Phraya River that originates from a single trickle of water. Beginning with tragic scenes of war on a 
giant screen, a lone dancer was eventually joined by a groundswell of dancers. Traditional dancers, a 
brass band, gymnasts and a chorus also performed. Members from the neighboring country of Laos 
were among the performers. 

 

 
Xixia Version of the Lotus Sutra from the Collectio n of the IOS-

RAS St. Petersburg Branch, eighth work of the Lotus  Sutra 
Series  

 
Golden Thai Dancers perform a Lotus blossom dance 

at Bangkok event  
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On August 7, an audience of 4,000 in Indonesia celebrated the 
country’s 60th Independence Day (August 17) with “Youth 
Concert for Peace: Hug the World with Music,” a music festival at 
the Jakarta Fair exhibition hall in Jakarta. The show, a joint effort 
of SGI-Indonesia and the Indonesian National Youth Committee, 
included performances by various Indonesian artists, a Japanese 
hip-hop dance group and dance troupes from Thailand, Korea 
and Vietnam. World-renowned flutist Nestor Torres and a 
traditional drum dance group from SGI-Korea also performed. 
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and First Lady 
Ani Bambang Yudhoyono were among the guests at the show, 
which was also a charitable event supporting causes aiding the 
recovery of areas affected by the December 2004 Sumatra 
earthquake and tsunami disaster. 

 
 
 

�   Soka Gakkai Malaysia Promotes Intercultural Exchang e 

Since its establishment, over the last two decades Soka Gakkai Malaysia (SGM) has actively 
employed culture as a platform for promoting international friendship and harmony in the country’s 
multi-cultural milieu. In November 2001, SGM opened the 12-story Wisma Kebudayaan SGM Center 
in the heart of Kuala Lumpur. The SGM center has served as venue for art exhibitions, public lectures 
and interfaith events.  

  
Visitors of all ages enjoy cultural exhibitions 
at Wisma Kebudayaan SGM. From July 9 to 
12, 48 renowned photographers from China 

and Malaysia showed their works  

From July 17-31, "Arts and Crafts from 
Switzerland" displayed ceramics, pewter 

figures, dolls and dollhouses  

In May 2005, the SGM center sponsored an exhibition of works by several artists from Malaysia and 
Vietnam. Vietnam’s Ambassador to Malaysia HE Nguyen Quoc Dzung attended the opening for the 
show, that displayed 64 abstract art paintings in oil, lacquer and water color. An exhibition in April 
featured Cuban artist Biberto Frometa Fernandez; works by photographers from China and Malaysia 
were shown in July; and an exhibition entitled “Diverse and One,” featuring various German artists, 
was organized jointly with the Goethe Institute in October. 
 
In addition, in December 2004, SGM collaborated with the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia and the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation on the “Arabic and Chinese Calligraphy Competition.” to promote the 
values of justice, solidarity and community spirit through calligraphy. Individuals, age 5 to 71, 
submitted 305 calligraphic works in both Arabic and Chinese.  
 

 
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 

Yudhoyono and First Lady Ani Bambang 
Yudhoyono (center) join performers at 

musical festival  
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�   Children’s Art Exhibition Travels to European Citie s 

From January 5 through February 8, SGI’s “World Boys and Girls 
Art Exhibition” showed at Cankarjev Dom, the largest community 
and cultural center in Ljubljana, Slovenia. Sponsored by the SGI 
and supported by the UNICEF Slovenia Committee and Ljubljana 
city, the exhibition displayed 147 paintings and drawings submitted 
by children from 100 countries and regions. Some 100 guests and 
local residents attended the opening. Television and radio stations 
and a national newspaper covered the event. Coinciding with the 
exhibition, SGI-Slovenia also held two workshops for children 
under 12 years of age, designed to stimulate creativity and 
encourage sound psychological development. Proceeds from the 
event were donated to UNICEF and UNESCO for humanitarian 
projects in Namibia. 
 
In addition, the exhibition also showed in Luxembourg City, Luxembourg, from June 30 to July 8 and in 
Stuttgart, Germany, from April 10 through May 8 where 3,000 viewed the exhibit. 
 
 
 

�   Exchanges with China  

Chinese Youth Meet with Soka Gakkai Youth from 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Okinawa:  On April 3, a 
delegation from the All-China Youth Federation 
(ACYF) visited Hiroshima. 2005 was the 60th 
anniversary of the atomic bombing. The ACYF 
delegates and Japanese Soka Gakkai youth 
representatives placed wreaths at the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Park in memory of those who 
perished during the atomic bombing. The delegation 
also visited the Soka Gakkai Hiroshima Peace Center 
to meet with Soka Gakkai youth representatives from 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Okinawa, three areas that 
suffered the heaviest toll in human lives during World 

War II. Youth of both countries spoke about their aspirations and their peace activities in their 
respective areas. 
 
Taiwan Youth Invited to Choral Event in China: At the invitation of Peking University, China, SGI-
Taiwan’s Pacific Chorus sang at a choral concert entitled, “Voices from Taiwan,” organized by the 
university on July 16. Performing together with the Pacific Chorus were Peking University’s Art 
Company and the Huanggang Dance Troupe from Chinese Culture University, Taiwan. The event was 
considered immensely significant considering the tense political situation between the two regions.  
 
SGI-Taiwan Student Division members accompanying the Pacific Chorus visited universities in China 
during their nine-day stay from July 9 to July 17. In addition to Peking University, the delegation also 
visited Tsinghua University and Renmin University of China, touring the universities’ campuses and 
holding dialogues and meetings with teachers and students. 

 
Ribbon-cutting for "World Boys and Girls 

Art Exhibition" in Luxembourg  

 
Mainland Chinese youth join Soka Gakkai youth from 

Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Okinawa for peace conferenc e 
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTHER UN LIAISON 
ACTIVITIES  
 
 
 

�   Exhibition Supporting UN's World Program for Human Rights Education  
     Opens in Japan  

"Human Rights in the 21st Century--Treasuring Each 
Individual" opened on November 22 in Osaka, Japan. The 
exhibition, created by Soka Gakkai youth in support of the 
UN's World Program for Human Rights Education, was 
sponsored by the United Nations Information Center and 
the Japan UNICEF office.  
 
"Human Rights in the 21st Century" addressed this 
century's various human rights issues, divided into several 
categories, namely, "Women," "Children, Too," 
"Minorities," "Conflict and Terrorism" and "Poverty." On 
display were original autographed documents and letters 
written by human rights pioneers such as Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Mahatma Gandhi and Helen Keller. An 
oversized version of the "Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights" was shown on a 50-inch screen in 331 languages at the touch of an interactive map. Visitors 
could also listen to audio recordings of NGO representatives who overcame tremendous hardships in 
their quest to make the world a better place. The exhibition ended on December 1.  
 
"Human Rights in the 21st Century" was also shown at the UN Gallery in the Tokyo UN House from 
December 7 to December 25. 
 
 
 

�   Interfaith and Nuclear Disarmament Events at the UN   

SGI representative Hiro Sakurai, in his capacity as 
president of the Committee of Religious NGOs, spoke at 
the Conference on Interfaith Cooperation for Peace held 
on June 22 at the UN Headquarters; 400 representatives 
from the UN, governments and civil society attended. 
 
In his remarks, Mr. Sakurai mentioned that current efforts 
to secure lasting peace have to be based on 
strengthening interfaith understanding. Noting that 
religious groups have a deep societal influence and their 
beliefs touch people at the most personal level, he said 
that religions can inspire people and transform their words, 
deeds and thoughts to counteract egotism, a fundamental 
cause of fear and violence. He also stressed that the 
religious community offers hope that "stems from a rooted 
belief in as yet unrealized possibilities" and that faith in 
such positive possibilities is "the vital prerequisite for meaningful dialogue." 
 

 
Visitors at the human rights exhibition at the Unit ed 

Nations (UN) Gallery in the UN House in Shibuya 
Ward, Tokyo  

 
Hiro Sakurai (seated on right, on stage), together 
with other panelists at Conference on Interfaith 

Cooperation  
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Earlier in May, Mr. Sakurai attended a meeting on the closing day of the 2005 Review Conference of 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Entitled "Faith and the Future: The Inter-Religious Community 
and the Struggle for Nuclear Abolition," the meeting brought together representatives from different 
religious groups that are committed to working for nuclear abolition. The event was organized by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) in cosponsorship with the Temple of Understanding and Pax 
Christi USA. 
 
Mr. Sakurai was one of five panelists, representing different faith traditions, who spoke at the meeting. 
Mr. Sakurai explained how the Buddhist approach to change focuses strongly on the inner processes 
of life and how a change in individuals' inner lives ultimately shapes the direction of society. He said 
that SGI's peace movement is based on this ideal. 
 
 
 

�   In Support of Human Rights Education 

On March 31, SGI representative Kazunari Fujii chaired and helped organize a meeting on the right to 
education and human rights education parallel to the Commission on Human Rights. The Special 
Committee of NGOs on Human Rights and the Human Rights Education Caucus cosponsored the 
event held at the UN Office at Geneva and attended by more than 50 NGO participants. On April 18, 
Mr. Fujii made a joint NGO statement at a plenary session of the Commission on behalf of 14 NGOs 
supporting human rights education. 
 
 
 
 

�   "Building a Culture of Peace" at the UN Headquarter s in Geneva  

"Building a Culture of Peace for the Children of the World" 
exhibition opened at the United Nations Headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland on April 4. SGI-USA brought 
together the ideas of hundreds of people and 
organizations dedicated to finding a path to lasting peace 
and created the exhibition with advice from UN Under-
Secretary-General Anwarul Karim Chowdhury in support 
of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and 
Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010). 
The SGI and the United Nations Institute for Disarmament 
Research cosponsored the event. 
 
The exhibition promulgates the establishment of a culture 
of peace for the global community. It is divided into nine 
thematic segments and features a combination of text, 
photographic images and other designs. "Barriers to 
Peace" examines impediments to peace ranging from greed and prejudice to environmental and 
nuclear irresponsibility. The "Religions and Peace" section counsels visitors that religion should be 
used to connect people to one another, and not to divide. "The Children are the Future" section 
features children's moving essays, poems and artwork that express their desire to inherit and live in a 
peaceful world. "Peace Builders" showcases individuals, famous and ordinary people alike, who have 
made outstanding contributions to peace.  
 
To date, the exhibit has been shown at Harvard University in the US, the UN Headquarters in New 
York, the Parliament of World Regions in Barcelona, Spain, the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland 
and the Club of Rome's annual meeting in Amman, the capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

 
UNIDR Director Patricia Lewis speaks at opening of 
"Building a Culture of Peace for the Children of th e 
World" exhibition at the UN European Headquarters 

in Geneva, Switzerland  
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INTERFAITH ACTIVITIES  
 
 
 

�   Interfaith Forum in Bolivia with Representatives of  Islam, Ba'hai, Buddhism  
     and Christianity  

On November 29, 2004, SGI-Bolivia representatives 
participated in an interfaith forum discussing how religions 
can contribute to peacebuilding. Nur University, Bolivia, 
hosted the forum titled, "Religions and Their Role in 
Peacebuilding," attended by representatives of Islam, 
Baha'i, Buddhism and Christianity, at the university 
campus in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Former Bolivian Education 
Minister Juan Martinéz, who chaired the forum, organized 
the event with Nur University where he is professor. SGI-
Bolivia General Director Katsuo Takeno, representing 
Buddhism, introduced its history and core teachings. He 
spoke about the importance of cultivating and developing 
one's humanity to improve society and create peace. Mr. 

Takeno further introduced the SGI's worldwide activities for peace that have spread to 190 countries 
and regions. Representatives of the Ba'hai faith, Islam and Christianity also introduced their respective 
teachings and offered views on promoting interfaith dialogue and how all faiths can work together to 
create peace.  
 
 
 

�   Pacific Islands Peace Conference on Guam Island  

On January 14, 2005 in Tumon, Guam, SGI organized, 
together with the Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights 
Commission and the Indian Community of Guam, the 
second Pacific Islands Peace Conference, titled 
"Humanistic Education: Fostering a Culture of Peace." 
The forum brought together educators and religious 
leaders representing the diverse cultures of Guam and the 
South Pacific to share ideas about peacebuilding through 
education. Organized into four forums--college and 
university leaders; faith leaders of various religious groups 
including Catholic, Baha'i, Hindu, Mormon, Muslim and 
Buddhist; preschool educators; and public school 
superintendents of neighboring islands--participants 
focused on instilling in children and youth the intercultural understanding and tolerance that can serve 
as a bridge to international friendship and a culture of peace.  
 
 

 
SGI-Bolivia representative speaks at interfaith for um 

at Nur University  

 
Tumon, Guam, hosts 2nd Pacific Island Peace 

Conference  
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�   SGI-Hong Kong Hosts Interfaith Seminar  

On May 16, 2005, SGI-Hong Kong hosted an interfaith 
seminar, titled "Unity and Diversity: How I Accommodate 
Other Religious Traditions in My Own Beliefs," at the SGI-
Hong Kong center. Christian, Buddhist, Muslim and 
Jewish representatives introduced their respective ideals, 
traditions and engagement within society. Participants 
also held group discussions on the environment, terrorism 
and security issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

�   Bristol Inter-Faith Group  

Since November 2004, SGI-UK members living in Bristol and 
Bath have been engaged in Bristol Inter-Faith Group (BIFG) 
activities. BIFG is a local chapter of the Inter-Faith Network of 
the United Kingdom, whose aim is to establish mutual 
understanding and respect between religions so that all may 
practice their faith with integrity. In particular, SGI-UK 
members are guided by the maxim, "No affairs of Buddhism 
are separate from daily life."  
 
In July, the Annual BIFG Inter-Faith Walk to a Sikh temple, a 
Hindu temple, a Jewish synagogue and mosque was made all 
the more poignant because just two days before, on July 7, 52 
people had lost their lives in a terrorist bombing of the London 
transport system, and vandals targeted the mosque, breaking windows and smearing religious hate 
graffiti on the building's exterior. In the same month, SGI-UK representatives helped co-found the 
Bristol Buddhist Groups Forum to promote understanding and communication among different 
Buddhist communities. In September, they also represented BIFG at the Crown Prosecution Service, 
titled "Community Engagement Consultation Meeting with Faith Based and Minority Ethnic 
Representative Organizations," to inform and engage in discussions relating to the prosecution of race 
and religious hate crimes. Three SGI-UK Bristol and Bath representatives took part in a training 
program, arranged by the Avon & Somerset constabulary, to be the "Buddhist element" in official 
response to disasters and emergencies in the region.  

 
Interfaith seminar at the SGI-Hong Kong Culture 

Center  

 
Interfaith dialogue at a Mosque in Bristol, 

UK  [Lee Davies]  
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For further information on SGI’s activities, please  contact:  

SGI Office of Public Information 
15-3 Samoncho 
Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo 160 0017, Japan 

Tel: +81 3 5360 9830 
Fax: +81 3 5360 9885 

SGI website: http://www.sgi.org  
Contact: sgipr@sgi.gr.jp  

Soka Gakkai (Japan) English website: http://sokagakkai.info  
Contact: webmaster@sokagakkai.info  


